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THE NATIONAL NEWS LETTER 



Teachers College 

UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA 

Lincoln 

Office of the Dean. 
Mr. A. J. McAllister, 

Effingham, Kansas. 
My dear sir: — Replying to your let- 
ter of October 26, permit me to say that 
Nebraska Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa is 
engaged in scientific measurement of the 



educational products of the Public 
Schools of Nebraska. We have already 
during the last eighteen months applied 
the standardized tests to eighteen differ- 
ent school systems. 

Most sincerely yours, 

Chas. Fordyce. 

(May we have a report of the results 
of your survey for the next issue of the 
News Letter? — Ed.) 



Harvard 



The Harvard chapter begins the year 
with about thirty members in residence, 
twenty-two of whom are active. Seven 
new members are to be received shortly, 
and we are planning a dinner meeting, 
with the men who are surveying the fin- 
ances of the Boston schools as guests. 
Several associate members have return- 
ed to the active list, and two affiliated 
members have come, one from Stanford 
and one from Columbia. 

We aim to have three kinds of meet- 
ings besides the usual business sessions: 
initiation examinations, dinner meetings, 
and evenings of discussion. The two last 
mentioned are open to students not in 
the fraternity. 

Under the presidency of Brother Man- 
ahan, now Inspector of Secondary 
Schools for the state of Ohio, last year 
we had many successful activities. Each 
candidate for initiation is required to 
present and defend a thesis on some sub- 
ject about which there is difference of 
opinion, and the examinations have been 
very lively and interesting. Following 
are the subjects presented during the 
past year : self-government for teachers, 
Latin required in college, functions of 
the school principal, Princeton's entrance 
requirements, the educational system of 
the Transvaal, educational measurement, 
philosophical foundations, problems in 
discipline, Shakespeare in a High School 
of Commerce, educational reorganiza- 
tion in China, spelling methods, coeduca- 
tion, part-time for college preparatory 
students, rapid promotion, organized la- 
bor's attitude toward industrial educa- 



tion, required mathematics, six and six 
plan, general science vs. special science, 
vocational guidance. 

Four dinner meetings were held last 
year, all at the Boston City Club. Here 
members of the division of education ad- 
dressed us, besides whom we had as 
guests and speakers the following: Prof. 
Strayer of Teachers College on School 
Surveys, Pres. Foster of Reed College, 
Commissioner Snedden of the Massa- 
chusetts State Board of Education, Dr. 
Ballou of the Boston Department of Ed- 
ucational Investigation and Measure- 
ment, Asst. Supt. Thompson of the Bos- 
ton Schools, Asst. Commissioner Finne- 
gan of the New York State School De- 
partment, who outlined the proposed 
new law for the administration of the 
New York State System, Prof. Norton 
of Wellesley College, and Supt. Dyer of 
the Boston schools. A feature of these 
meetings was the discussion, open to 
everybody present, which followed the 
talks. For example the students of ad- 
ministration had a rare opportunity in 
being allowed to take part in the debate 
after Dr. Finegan's talk, as well as to 
listen to the points brought out by Prof. 
Hanus and others. 

On April 30 the members of the chap- 
ter were the guests of the Overseers' 
Committee for the Division of Education 
at the Harvard Club in Boston. This 
was one of the best evenings of the year ; 
it enabled the students to meet and listen 
to the public-spirited men of affairs who 
have the work of the Division at heart: 
John F. Moors, Frederick P. Fish, A. 
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Lincoln Filene, Felix Warburg, Joseph 
Lee, David Ellis, and others. Three of 
the students spoke, as did Prof. Holmes 
and Prof. Hanus. The latter was hon- 
ored as the founder of the work in edu- 
cation at Harvard, 24 years ago. 

Two meetings at the educational li- 
brary were given over to general discus- 
sions. At one, Dr. Ballou presented the 
Boston plan for rating of teachers; at 
the second he and Supt. Thompson pre- 
sented the questions raised at the Cincin- 
nati convention of superintendents. Gen- 
eral discussion followed. 

At the reception to new students in 
education, held by the chapter on Oct. 
29, the instructor in the theory and prac- 



tice of play; Mr. G. E. Johnson, was in- 
troduced to the members. 

Among our active membership are 
teachers from all parts of the United 
States, and from South Africa and Con- 
stantinople. One of our associate mem- 
bers is teaching in China, one in Bur- 
mah, one in Egypt, and two in Turkey. 

Further information about the activ- 
ities of the chapter will be found in the 
July Bulletin issued by the chapter, a 
copy of which was sent to each secretary. 

We send greetings to all the chapters, 
new and old, and we join in the renewed 
efforts put forth to achieve our high 
aims, and in the hopes of all of the mem- 
bers for a happy and profitable year. 



Missouri 
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On Friday, November 5 we arrived in 
Kansas City to attend the meeting of the 
Missouri State Teachers' Association. 
We had been in the city only a few hours 
when we learned that there was to be 
some kind of a meeting of Missouri 
Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa at the 
Muehlebach Hotel. The 6:00 o'clock 
hour had arrived and somehow we had 
a notion that our presence was needed at 
that meeting. We were shown up into 
the parlors of the Muehlebach, where 
forty-one of the Missouri brothers were 
just ready to sit down to a table of only 
40 capacity. Through some mysterious 
turn by the management of a well known 
law of space, when we sat down to the 
table, there was room for forty-two and 
more. Somehow the Missouri people 
have a way all their own of making you 
feel that there is lots of room for you, 
even when they are crowded and were 
not looking for you. What was it, a 
luncheon, a dinner, or a banquet? Par- 
don us, we have searched Webster in 
vain adequately to name it We started 
to. make a list of the number of courses 
and the contents of said courses. The 
last course is numbered Seven, accord- 
ing to our diary; but to keep a record- of 
the aforementioned contents was an im- 
possibility. We were not able even to 
get any assistance on this important mat- 



ter from Brother Diemer or Brother 
Bray to our left, nor from Brother 
Croan or Brother Noyer to our right, 
notwithstanding their willingness to help 
us. 

After the gorgeous gustatory program 
had finally come to its limits, Brother 
Geo. F. Narden, arose and advised us 
that there was more coming of slightly 
different nature. He then called on 
Brother Sipple, who was to speak as the 
spirit moved him. The latter seemed 
quite at home as an after-dinner speaker. 
Brother Sipple talked on the Relation 
Between Courses of Study and Examin- 
ation Questions. He read from the 
Course of Study for the State of Mis- 
souri, showing how intensely practical 
are the suggestions contained in it, and 
then he read some of the State Examina- 
tion questions that had been recently pro- 
pounded in the same subjects, and which 
showed that the questions were not at all 
in accord with the spirit of the Course 
of Study, but were of the type used in 
the examinations of two decades ago. 
An investigation of the matter had con- 
vinced him that the fault was not with 
the State Department, but with the 
schoolmen of the state. He had learned 
from the State Department that they 
were afraid to use modern questions for 
the reason that pupils could not pass ex- 



